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Навчальний посібник призначений для методичного забезпечення 

освітнього компоненту «Аналіз англомовної преси», що вивчається здобувачами 

вищої освіти освітнього рівня «бакалавр» спеціальностей «Філологія. Германські 

мови і літератури (переклад включно)» та «Середня освіта. Мова і література 

(англійська)». Його метою є формування у здобувачів здатності орієнтування у 

сучасних актуальних контекстах англомовного середовища шляхом аналізу 

матеріалів з автентичної періодики. 

Навчальний посібник складається з трьох основних і одного додаткового 

розділів. Перший розділ присвячено теоретичним засадам аналізу періодичної 

преси. У другому розділі подано детальний алгоритм аналізу текстів періодичної 

преси. Третій розділ має практичну спрямованість, він містить автентичні тексти 

з англомовної періодичної преси, що розподілені за певними темами, та 

різноманітні завдання до них, що сприятиме утворенню здатності тлумачити 

соціальні, політичні, культурні та освітні мовленнєві реалії. У додатковому 

розділі подано завдання для відпрацювання і повторення граматичних структур 

англійської мови. 

Посібник стане у пригоді здобувачам і викладачам філологічних 

факультетів, а також усім, хто бажає вдосконалити свої знання з англійської 

мови.  
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ПЕРЕДМОВА 

 

Освітній компонент «Аналіз англомовної преси» дозволяє набути 

студентам додаткових фахових компетентностей при опануванні циклу 

дисциплін професійної підготовки, таких як «Стилістика англійської мови», 

«Основи  перекладознавства», «Лексикологія англійської мови». 

Мета освітнього компонента полягає у формування здатності орієнтування 

у сучасних актуальних контекстах англомовного середовища шляхом аналізу 

матеріалів з автентичної періодики. 

Завдання дисципліни: 

 формування вмінь застосування певного плану, системи завдань та кліше для 

виявлення формату періодики,  

 всебічне відображення сьогодення,  

 опанування навичками аналізу різноманітних авторських стилів,  

 визначення зміни та розвитку сучасного лексичного складу мови. 

Опанування освітнім компонентом «Аналіз англомовної преси» 

передбачає ознайомлення з теоретичними основами аналізу англомовної преси, 

типами періодичних видань, різновидами профільних текстів, структурою 

аналізу текстів періодичних видань, типологією заголовків, структурою тексту, 

синтаксичними особливостями публіцистичних матеріалів, лексико-

стилістичними параметрами профільних текстів, специфікою вжитку сталих 

виразів у текстах ЗМІ, морально-етичними засадами подання інформації у ЗМІ, 

опрацюванням категорії часу і стану.  

Під час опрацювання кожної теми здійснюється ознайомлення з 

різновидами профільних текстів за темою, аналіз різних типів профільних 

текстів за темою, визначення тематичної лексики, застосування відповідних 

кліше, складання анотації до текстів, переклад статті, що аналізується або її 

уривку, складання питань за темою статті для подальшої дискусії в групі.  
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Внаслідок вивчення освітнього компоненту студенти мають вміти: 

 Характеризувати діалектні та соціальні різновиди мов, що вивчаються, 

описувати соціолінгвальну ситуацію.  

 Знати норми літературної мови та вміти їх застосовувати у практичній 

діяльності.  

 Знати принципи, технології і прийоми створення усних і письмових текстів 

різних жанрів і стилів державною та іноземними мовами.  

 Аналізувати мовні одиниці, визначати їхню взаємодію та характеризувати 

мовні явища і процеси, що їх зумовлюють.  

 Здійснювати лінгвістичний, літературознавчий та спеціальний філологічний 

аналіз текстів різних стилів і жанрів.  

Різноманітність типів завдань не тільки активізує розумові процеси, але й 

сприяє закріпленню світоглядної інформації, розширенню лексичного складу, а 

також здібності до побудови причинно-наслідкових зв’язків. Інформацію, що 

необхідна для успішного виконання завдань, ретельно підібрано відповідно до 

критеріїв актуальності, взаємоінтеґрації навчальних курсів, відповідності 

лінгвістичним нормам тощо. 

Даний посібник стане у пригоді студентам і викладачам філологічних 

факультетів, а також усім, хто бажає вдосконалити свої знання з англійської 

мови. 
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THEMATIC VOCABULARY FOR ARTICLE ANALYSIS 

(SAMPLE) 

 

1 to cover the news /news 

coverage 

висвітлювати 

новини/висвітлення новин 

2 to give a complete 

background service 

давати повне пояснення 

підґрунтю подій 

3 to provide eye-witness 

descriptions 

описувати події як очевидець 

4 to conjure up the atmosphere відтворювати атмосферу 

5 an informative article змістовна стаття 

6 to have a nose for the news вміння оцінити новину 

7 sensational news сенсаційні новини 

8 urgent issue терміновий випуск 

9 biased news необ’єктивні, упереджені новини 

10 to gain media attention звертати на себе увагу ЗМІ 

11 to air the spot висвітлювати місце подій  

(у новинах) 

12 think piece оглядова стаття, що містить 

дискусії та аналіз подій 

13 feature story тематична стаття; 
документальний нарис 

14 a fast-breaking story подія, що розвивається швидко 

15 topicality актуальність, гострота 

16 novelty новизна 

17 an item of news/ an item of 

information 

повідомлення, новина 

18 hard news/hard information влучні, конкретні, надійні, 
обґрунтовані новини 

19 current thought загальна (загальноприйнята) 

думка на даний момент 
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20 to give authoritative comment давати офіційні коментарі 

21 to take account of social 

changes 

давати оцінку змінам у 

суспільстві 

22 to catch on стати модним, завоювати 

популярність 

23 to describe events at greater 

length 

описувати події у повному 

масштабі 

24 a relevant detail важлива, ґрунтовна деталь 

25 а newspaper scoop сенсаційна новина 

26 column колонка, постійний розділ 

27 a startling hard news story надзвичайно достовірна 
інформація 

28 to get to the bottom of the 

thing 

дійти до суті справи 

29  news flash термінове повідомлення 

30  to present news подавати новини 

31  to give priority to smth надавати чомусь першорядного 
значення 

32  a topical article on (medicine) стаття на тему (на медичну тему) 

33  feature рубрика 

34  readership читачі, читацька аудиторія 

35  a new angle of approach новий погляд, точка зору на 

щось 

36  to detect trends виявляти загальний напрям, 

тенденцію 
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Clichés for article analysis 

The title of the article is headlined… Заголовок статті винесений 

на першу шпальту ... 

The article dwells on/ touches upon 

smth… 

У статті розглядається… 
 

The purpose of the article is to … Мета статті – … 

The article highlights the idea that….   У статті наголошується на 

тому, що… 

The author dwells on the importance 

of…. 

Автор наголошує на 

важливості… 

The author draws the reader’s 

attention to…. 

Автор звертає читацьку увагу 

на …  

The author comments on….   Автор коментує… 

The author reviews the events…. Автор розглядає події… 

The article gives wide coverage…. Стаття дає широке 

охоплення... 

The article gives much comment 

on… 

Стаття дає багато коментарів 

щодо… 

The article carries comment on… Стаття містить коментар 

щодо.. 

The author starts by telling the 

readers… 

На початку статті автор 

повідомляє читачам… 

The author is in favour of… Автор підтримує… 

The author is opposite to… Автор виступає проти… 

The author takes a critical view… Автор критично оцінює… 
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The author stresses/ points out …… Автор наголошує/зазначає… 

The author reports at length… Автор надає розлогу 

інформацію про… 

In this connection/ in this respect…. У зв’язку з цим / В цьому 

плані… 

Speaking about ….. it’s necessary to 

mention/ note that….. 

Говорячи про… необхідно 

згадати / відмітити, що… 

Analyzing the situation in… it’s 

necessary to emphasize that…. 

Аналізуючи ситуацію, що 

склалася у … необхідно 

підкреслити, що … 

Further the author reports…. Далі автор повідомляє… 

The article goes on to say… Пізніше у статті йдеться 

про… 

There is every reason to believe…. Є всі підстави вважати… 

It was disclosed that… Було визначено, що… 

The author comes to the conclusion 

that…. 

Автор доходить висновку, 

що… 

The article concludes by saying… Стаття закінчується словами / 

думкою… 
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KEEPING UP TO DATE 

Practical Tasks 

 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 2 

 

You are a news reporter at the scene. Create your news report. You will soon have to 

give it in front of TV cameras (to a different group). Use the following questions as a 

guide to your story: 

 

• What is the story? 

• Where are you? 

• What is happening around you? 

• What can you hear (see, smell)? 

• What are the events that have happened in the past few hours /days? 

• Who are the people central to your story? 

• Who have you found to tell you about what’s happening? 

• What are other people there telling you? 

• What’s your take on the situation? 

• How do you think this story will develop over the coming hours /days? 
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Task 3 

 

 Talk about how newsworthy the headline is.  

 

• Should it make the front page? 

• Should it be the headline news?  

• Is it worthy of a newsflash / breaking news?  

• Should it be confined to the second page or a minor article inside the newspaper 

in one of the sections or later on in the news program.  

• How much page space / program time should be given to it? 

• Should there be photos?  

• Is it the kind of story you would talk about with your friends? 

• Would you turn on the news to get an update on this news? 

• Where would this news item be in a newspaper in your home country? 

• Does it warrant a top news reporter being assigned to it? 

 

Task 4 

 

 If the article is about people’s responses to different situations, think of the tasks 

different people should do, or should have done better. For example, the theme to 

discuss is “Hurricane” and the issue is “What extra things do you think these people 

could do?” 

 

• The country’s leader 

• The city mayor  

• The head of the national weather forecast center  

• Neighbors 

• Police officers 

• Fire fighters 

• TV news reporters 

 

Task 5 

 

In pairs or groups, choose a “kind” headline from the proposed articles and make your 

own story about it.  Develop the background, characters, what happened, what people 

said, etc.  Change partners or groups and report the story to your new partner(s). Be 

prepared to answer questions from your new partners. Example headlines might 

include:  
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• The Queen changes her mind  

• China and Japan are friends forever  

• Roses for everyone  

• Israelis and Palestinians have a big party together 

• World Kindness Day is a huge success 

• Old lady helps the man who stole her car 

 

Task 6 

 

 Talk about whether the news in the article would be read more by men or women and 

why. Write down three reasons why the article would appeal to men and three reasons 

why the article would appeal to women. Compare and discuss what you wrote down. 

 

Task 7 

 

Write a critical account regarding what you perceive as being wrong with policies 

outlined in the news items. This could also be part of a letter to the policy makers. 

Suggest remedial measures supported by your own reasons. 

 

Task 8 

 

 If the article is about a product, brand, store etc, come up with a rival product.  Explain 

the problems of the existing product and explain why yours is better. 

 

Task 9 

 

 Underline all of the things you didn’t know before. Share these things with your 

partner(s) after reading. Talk over whether or not these new pieces of information are 

worth knowing. 

 

Task 10 

 

Come up with reasons why the story or peoples’ actions in the article are totally or 

completely…  

 

• Ridiculous  

• Amazing  

• Mystifying  

• Inspirational  
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• Unfathomable 

• Stupid  

• Etc 

 

Task 11 

 

Speculate on the regrets the characters in the article might have about their lives and 

actions. Write down three things for each of the following:  

 

• Regret …  

• Regret not …  

• Don’t regret …  

 Share and compare what you wrote down and evaluate each other’s ideas. Does 

everyone think the statements are true? 

 

Task 12 

 

Pretend to interview the character from the article for your own job. Think of the 

questions to ask during the interview. Interview two more people in your group, then 

discuss with them who got the job and why. 

 

Task 13 

 

Consider how different words from the text could be used in different news categories 

(sport, business, entertainment, economy, etc.) 

 

Task 14 

 

If the article is about a scandal of some sort, talk to each other and add to the scandal, 

speculating and embellishing on the “facts”. Change partners. Share and compare 

gossip and add more to the scandal.   Then talk about the gossip you heard and discuss 

the likelihood of it. 

 

Task 15 

 

Write down three reasons why you would and would not want to swap places with the 

person in the article. In pairs or groups, tell each other and comment on the reasons. 
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Task 16 

 

Think of five reasons why the characters in the text might complain about his / her life 

and job. Discuss these things and compare them to your own everyday lives. 

 

Task 17 

 

For articles that feature new products, designs or inventions think of ideas to raise funds 

to launch and promote the product. Change partners and share and compare ideas. Role 

play a venture capitalist and the inventor. 

 

Task 18 

 

Write the ending to the news. It could be about the days following an aftermath or 

public reaction to a scandal, etc. This could be compared with what happened in real 

life if the story is still breaking. 

 

Task 19 

 

Write down five reasons for being cheerful, based on how events in the news item 

will positively affect your lives. Change partners and share and compare your ideas.  

 

Task 20 

 

How would people from different nationalities view the news in the article? Choose a 

country / region / people / religion etc. and talk about what the views of these people 

might be on the article. Change partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 21 

 

 If the article is about a person or event with which you are very familiar, choose a 

number of other events or episodes related to that person’s life.  Rank the current story 

against those previous episodes.  

 

Task 22 

 

Find a top-five list of items related to the content of the article for your partner(s) to 

talk about and rank. They could add a further two or three to the list. For example: 
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• The top five world cuisines 

• The five most beautiful people in the world  

• The top five mistakes of your President 

• The top five uses of chocolate  

• The top five computer games 

• The world’s worst five dictators 

• The top five reasons why human cloning should go ahead 

• The five best ways to propose marriage  

• The top five reasons why monarchies should be scrapped 

 

Task 23 

 

Write three lessons to be learned from the story. Change partners and share and 

compare your ideas. 

 

Task 24 

 

Find five things in the article to finish the sentence: “It reminds me of…” 

 

Task 25 

 

Based on the theme of the news item, write down five sentences starting with the phrase 

“I’m looking forward to the day…”  Change partners and share and compare your 

sentences. Discuss the possibility of these things happening and why you are looking 

forward to the day. 

 

Task 26 

 

Interview one of the characters from the article.  Use “the best ever” in all questions. 

This could also be used for other structures, such as “When was the first / last time”, 

“Would you ever…?”. “What do you remember about…?” 

 

Task 27 

 

Student A has the article. Student B has a list of keywords from the article. Student B 

must ask student A one of the following questions:  

 

• Does the article say anything about __________?  

• Does the article mention __________?  
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• What does the article say about __________? 

• Is ___________ mentioned? 

• I heard something about ___________? 

• Is there anything there about that __________? 

 

Task 28 

 

Speculate on what kind of story the article might be if it were moved to a completely 

different news section headings – sports, business, entertainment, motoring, gardening, 

etc. 

 

Task 29  

 

If the article is technology related, brainstorm other similar innovations or potential 

inventions.  Talk about the desirability and likelihood of the brainstormed 

breakthroughs becoming real. Change partners and share and compare what you talked 

about previously. 

 

Task 30 

 

Talk about how this news affects people from different income brackets (a homeless 

person, a family barely able to survive, a low income family, average income, middle 

class, well-to-do, very rich). 

 

Task 31 

Talk about how the news affects people of different ages. Write different age brackets 

for your partner(s) to speculate on. 

 

Task 32 

 

Talk about how the news item will potentially change your lives. Write down five 

changes and discuss them with your partner(s).  Do all of you agree on how the subject 

will change your lives? 

 

Task 33 

If the story is about a famous person (or non-famous), play the role of that same person 

and get together for a chat. Choose the best pretended role and explain the criterion 

you used. 
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Task 34 

  Talk about the effects events, items, products, etc. from the article would have on you, 

the world, your village, town, city or country.  Write down three changes and discuss 

them with your partner(s). 

 

Task 35 

 

If the article is about some new development or proposed development, talk about how 

life would be different with it:  

 

• Is it desirable?  

• Would you like it?  

• How much money would you pay for it? 

• Are there any dangers of using / having it?  

• Will everyone be able to have one? 

• Would there be any damage to the environment?  

• Do you need it? 

 

Task 36 

 

 Talk about the theme of the article in relation to your own country and the views held 

by the government and compatriots. Use the following questions: 

• How is this subject viewed or treated in your country? 

• How different (better / worse) is your country’s attitude towards this subject? 

• How would this story be reported in your country? 

• How much media attention would it receive?  

• Do the things that happened in the article occur to the same degree in your own 

country?  

• Would this piece of news be newsworthy in your country?  

• Do different generations or different sexes have different views on this topic?  

• Would this topic ever be considered taboo or be censored in your country?  

• Would there be sympathy towards this topic in your country? 

• Are citizens of your country generally interested in this kind of news?  

• Other. 
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BOOKS AND READING 

Practical Tasks 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 2 

 

Create biographies of the characters in a news item. Use the following items as a guide 

to your story: 

 

 Youth 

 Early career 

 Influences 

 Early successes 

 Entry into the career 

 High and low points 

 Controversies 

 etc. 

 

Task 3 

 

 Look ahead to the future and speculate on how certain trends or discoveries might pan 

out in 5, 10, 25, 50, 100 years’ time. Write down five ideas of what the future of the 

product or the world containing it might look like. Share and compare ideas in the next 

class. 
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Task 4 

 

 Pretend the famous person in the article is your best friend. Write a story about how 

you met, the things you’ve done together, how often you contact each other, what you 

do when you meet, where you meet, etc.  

 

Task 5 

 

Write a brief essay expressing who you sympathize with in a particular story. Explain 

why you sympathize with that person. Use the following exponents:  

 

• I sympathize most with _____ because _____________  

• My sympathies lie with ________  

• I can totally relate to _______  

• My heart goes out to __________ 

• I totally understand ______________  

• I can see where ____________ coming from  

• I think you have to feel sorry for ___________ 

 

Task 6 

 

Write down five reasons for being cheerful, based on how events in the news item will 

positively affect your lives. Change partners and share and compare your ideas.  

 

Task 7 

 

Discuss whether the news item would be best as a novel, play, musical, etc. Change 

partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 8 

 

Speculate on the prized possessions of the character(s) in the article. What kinds of 

things do they have that they would absolutely treasure? (photographs, letters, awards, 

achievements etc.) Share and compare your ideas. Talk about your own prized 

possessions. 
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Task 9 

 

Draw a simple family tree of the character from the article. Imagine how each of the 

family members may have affected or influenced this character. Change partners and 

share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 10 

 

How will history judge the person from the article? Discuss this by assessing his/her 

contribution to the world. 

 

Task 11 

 

If the article is about a famous person, list the achievements, important events, etc. in 

that person’s life. Discuss how these events and achievements might have contributed 

to events in the present news article. Compare that person with other people in his/her 

field. 

 

Task 12 

 

Look at the list below. Think of the reasons why the character in the article has a gift 

for these things:  

 

•  Intelligence  

•  Speech making 

•  Being popular with most people  

•  Reconciling and peacemaking  

•  Propaganda  

•  Making friends 

•  Gaining support  

•  Public relations  

 

Task 13 

 

Write down five things you have in common with the character or situation in the article 

and five ways in which you are different.  Share and compare your ideas. 
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Task 14 

 

 Decide on a number of things that need to be done to change a person’s style, 

demeanor, popularity, etc. Change partners and share and compare your ideas. Decide 

who has the best ideas for the character’s makeover. 

 

Task 15 

 

 Student A pretends to be a person from the article and take Student B on tours of his 

daily life, home, offices, histories etc. Student B must ask questions. After taking turns 

doing this, change partners and share and compare what you heard. 

 

Task 16 

 

Write about how events, history, situations, etc. might be different if the particular item 

of news had not happened. Write down a number of scenarios and discuss them. 

 

Task 17 

 

Think about the headline and briefly describe how you think the story will unfold. Take 

a vote on whose story you think is …  

 

•  closest to the real article  

•  most entertaining 

•  the craziest  

•  the least likely to be closest to the real article  

•  the most original 

 

Task 18 

 

Write the synopsis for a movie based on the news story. Write down: 

  

• Which actors should play which roles and why 

• The setting 

• The period 

• Costumes 

• Who should sing the theme song and why 

• Whether it is animated, black and white 

• What happens at the end 
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Task 19 

 

If the article is about a person or event with which you are very familiar, choose a 

number of other events or episodes related to that person’s life.  Rank the current story 

against those previous episodes.  

 

Task 20 

 

Write three “What do you think?” questions based on the article. Ask each other in 

groups.  Change partners and ask your questions again.  Then sit with new partners and 

report what you found out. 

 

Task 21 

 

Write a brief essay expressing who you sympathize with in a particular story. Explain 

why you sympathize with that person. Use the following exponents:  

 

• I sympathize most with _____ because _____________  

• My sympathies lie with ________  

• I can totally relate to _______  

• My heart goes out to __________ 

• I totally understand ______________  

• I can see where ____________ coming from  

• I think you have to feel sorry for ___________ 

 

 

Task 22 

 

Select phrases from the article that contain useful vocabulary, idioms or phrases that 

are key for global understanding. Cut the phrases into strips and give them to your 

partner(s). Comment on them and then make up your own sentences containing the 

selected material. 

 

Task 23 

 

If the article deals with some abstract topic, create some examples of that topic for your 

partner(s) to talk about. For example, the article is “Animals in art”; the corresponding 

theme is “Art”: 
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 What kind of art is your cup of tea?  

 Are you interested in modern art?  

 Do you have any paintings on your wall?  

 What is art? 

 

Task 24 

 

If the article is technology related, brainstorm other similar innovations or potential 

inventions.  Talk about the desirability and likelihood of the brainstormed 

breakthroughs becoming real. Change partners and share and compare what you talked 

about previously. 

 

Task 25 

 

Speculate about the school or student life of the person from the article. Consider the 

following areas:  

  

•  Punctuality  

•  Bullying  

•  Homework  

•  Popularity with other students 

•  Attire  

•  Attitude  

•  Discipline record 

•  Sports  

•  Art  

•  Other  

 

Task 26 

 

 Talk about how the news item will potentially change your lives. Write down five 

changes and discuss them with your partner(s).  Do all of you agree on how the subject 

will change your lives? 

 

Task 27 

If the story is about a famous person (or non-famous), play the role of that same person 

and get together for a chat. Choose the best pretended role and explain the criterion 

you used. 
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Task 28 

 

If the news item is about decisions, talk about your own decisions. Ask each other if 

you have made many big or momentous decisions in your lives. Talk about the 

decisions you have made regarding the following: 

    

 •  Career 

 •  Family 

 •  Shopping 

 •  Relationships 

 •  English  

 •  Studying 

 •  Hairstyle  

 •  Health  

 •  Home 

 •  Other 

 

Task 29 

 

 Underline all of the things you didn’t know before. Share these things with your 

partner(s) after reading. Talk over whether or not these new pieces of information are 

worth knowing. 
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MAN AND MUSIC 

Practical Tasks 

 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 2 

 

You are a news reporter at the scene. Create your news report. You will soon have to 

give it in front of TV cameras (to a different group). Use the following questions as a 

guide to your story: 

 

• What is the story? 

• Where are you? 

• What is happening around you? 

• What can you hear (see, smell)? 

• What are the events that have happened in the past few hours /days? 

• Who are the people central to your story? 

• Who have you found to tell you about what’s happening? 

• What are other people there telling you? 

• What’s your take on the situation? 

• How do you think this story will develop over the coming hours /days? 
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Task 3 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 4 

 

In pairs / groups, talk about how much you think your family and friends know about 

the theme of the article and how interested they are (or otherwise). 

 

Options Level of interest Level of knowledge 

Partner   

Parents   

Siblings   

Grandparents   

Best friend   

Workmate   

Other   

 

Task 5 

 

Imagine you were a bystander at the event detailed in the article.  Recall the sights, 

sounds, smells, temperature, weather, people, etc. in writing your own eyewitness 

account. 
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Task 6 

 

Write an exaggerated story that is full of superlatives about an experience that is similar 

to the one in the news article. 

 

Task 7 

 

Compose a phrase match with two choices in the second column.  Your partner must 

decide which match corresponds to the article and comment on it. For example: 

 Pirating has    • afflicted the music industry  

                       • reflected the music industry 

 

Task 8 

 

Create biographies of the characters in a news item. Use the following items as a guide 

to your story: 

 

 Youth 

 Early career 

 Influences 

 Early successes 

 Entry into the career 

 High and low points 

 Controversies 

 etc. 

 

Task 9 

 

Pretend the famous person in the article is your best friend. Write a story about how 

you met, the things you’ve done together, how often you contact each other, what you 

do when you meet, where you meet, etc.  

 

Task 10 

 

Write a brief essay expressing who you sympathize with in a particular story. Explain 

why you sympathize with that person. Use the following exponents:  

 

 I sympathize most with _____ because _____________  



 3. PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS. KEEPING UP TO DATE. Practical Tasks____  

79 

 

 My sympathies lie with ________  

 I can totally relate to _______  

 My heart goes out to __________ 

 I totally understand ______________  

 I can see where ____________ coming from  

 I think you have to feel sorry for ___________ 

 

Task 11 

 

Find three things you thought were funny or amusing in the article. Discuss with your 

partners why you found these things to be funny. 

 

Task 12 

 

Whatever the article is about, find and adopt hobbies from it. Tell other students about 

these hobbies. Partners must ask questions. Partners could also give their ideas on how 

the hobby might branch out into different areas. 

 

Task 13 

 

Write down five reasons for being cheerful, based on how events in the news item will 

positively affect your lives. Change partners and share and compare your ideas.  

 

Task 14 

 

Pretend to be workers. Write down the gossip based on the article. Mill around and tell 

each other the latest gossip.  

 

Task 15 

 

Talk about whether the news article is accurate, truthful, biased or being used for 

propaganda. Find two possible reasons for each of these.  

 

Task 16 

 

Take the main theme of the article and associate it with different things and discuss 

each of these. For example, the issue to discuss is “Alcohol”. Consider the following 

aspects: 
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• Alcohol and children  

• Alcohol and driving 

• Alcohol and  law  

• Alcohol on airplanes 

• Alcohol and health  

• Alcohol and domestic violence  

• Alcohol and drugs 

• Alcohol and bad behavior 

• Other  

 

Task 17 

 

Сhoose a new job for the person from the article. There are 6 jobs on offer. Discuss 

how qualified the person is for each job, the dangers of the person doing the job, and 

the good things they might be able to achieve. Change partners and share and compare 

your ideas. For example: 

 

• boss  

• military man 

• president  of University  

• receptionist 

• toilet cleaner  

• truck driver 

 

Task 18 

 

Speculate on the regrets the characters in the article might have about their lives and 

actions. Write down three things for each of the following:  

 

• Regret …  

• Regret not …  

• Don’t regret …  

 Share and compare what you wrote down and evaluate each other’s ideas. Does 

everyone think the statements are true? 

 

Task 19 

 

 How will history judge the person from the article? Discuss this by assessing his/her 

contribution to the world. 
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Task 20 

 

Think of five reasons why the characters in the text might complain about his / her life 

and job. Discuss these things and compare them to your own everyday lives. 

 

Task 21 

 

Talk about what might happen if you invited a person from the article: 

 

• to your wedding  

• on a backpacking trip  

• on a fishing trip  

• to the supermarket, shopping for food  

• to a secret place for a blind date  

• etc. 

 

Task 22 

 

Student A pretends he is long-time friend of the main character in the article (Student 

B). The scenario is that the two friends, who have not met for many years, suddenly 

bump into each other. Catch up with all the latest news from the both sides.  Talk about 

the past, what it’s like to be president / an actor etc, plus the issue in the news item.  

 

Task 23 

 

If the article is about how a person or group of people can affect others, write a list of 

things that could be part of those influences. For example, the issue to discuss is “Bad 

influence”. In pairs or groups, talk about whether the children in your country do any 

of the following, and if so, at what age do they start. Try to find reasons why they do 

these things: 

 

 Might bad parenting be to blame?   

 Smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol  

 Take drugs  

 Vandalism  

 Graffiti  

 Intimidating elderly people  

 Burglary and robbery  

 Physical assault or murder  



 3. PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS. KEEPING UP TO DATE. Practical Tasks____  

82 

 

 Under-age sex  

 Gun crimes   

 Blackmail and extortion 

 

Task 24 

 

Interview one of the characters from the article.  Use “the best ever” in all questions. 

This could also be used for other structures, such as “When was the first / last time”, 

“Would you ever…?”. “What do you remember about…?” 

 

Task 25 

Underline all of the things you didn’t know before. Share these things with your 

partner(s) after reading. Talk over whether or not these new pieces of information are 

worth knowing. 

 

Task 26 

 

Read the text of the article and create three more alternative headlines that might be 

lurking behind the actual one. Expand on and tell the stories about the alternative. 

Change partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 27 

 

Think about the headline and briefly describe how you think the story will unfold. Take 

a vote on whose story you think is …  

 

• closest to the real article  

• most entertaining 

• the craziest  

• the least likely to be closest to the real article  

• the most original 

 

Task 28 

 

If the article is related to skills or abilities of other people, animals or inanimate things, 

imagine you now have those skills. How will your life change?  
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Task 29 

 

Talk about how the news affects people of different ages. Write different age brackets 

for your partner(s) to speculate on. 

 

Task 30 

 

Talk about the theme of the article in relation to your own country and the views held 

by the government and compatriots. Use the following questions: 

 

• How is this subject viewed or treated in your country? 

• How different (better / worse) is your country’s attitude towards this subject? 

• How would this story be reported in your country? 

• How much media attention would it receive?  

• Do the things that happened in the article occur to the same degree in your own 

country?  

• Would this piece of news be newsworthy in your country?  

• Do different generations or different sexes have different views on this topic?  

• Would this topic ever be considered taboo or be censored in your country?  

• Would there be sympathy towards this topic in your country? 

• Are citizens of your country generally interested in this kind of news?  

• Other. 
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POLITICAL SYSTEMS 

Practical Tasks 

 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 2 

 

Write down a number of things you really don’t understand about the world, related 

to events in the news article.  Use the following exponents:  

 

• I really don’t understand why __________.  

• I have problems understanding __________.  

• I really don’t see why __________.  

• Why _________ do ____________ is beyond me.  

• Other 

 

Task 3 

 

Write a mirror image of the article you studied from the perspective of a different 

country’s newspaper, political leader, participant in events, etc. Tell the story “from 

the other (or another) side”. 
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Task 4 

 

 For articles that are about leaders, discuss the qualities required of a good leader. What 

attributes are important to be a good leader? Discuss the importance of those below. 

Place a score of 1  to 10  in the “Importance” boxes. Talk about whether your nation’s 

leader has these attributes. Finally, discuss whether you have these qualities. 

 

ATTRIBUTES IMPORTANCE YOUR LEADER YOU 

Never lies     

Highly intelligent    

Brilliant orator    

Wonderful smile    

Dynamic style    

Squeaky clean 

public life 

   

Lovely clothes    

Opposes war    

 

Task 5 

 

You are a news reporter at the scene. Create your news report. You will soon have to 

give it in front of TV cameras (to a different group). Use the following questions as a 

guide to your story: 

 

• What is the story? 

• Where are you? 

• What is happening around you? 

• What can you hear (see, smell)? 

• What are the events that have happened in the past few hours /days? 

• Who are the people central to your story? 

• Who have you found to tell you about what’s happening? 

• What are other people there telling you? 

• What’s your take on the situation? 

• How do you think this story will develop over the coming hours /days? 
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Task 6 

 

Imagine you are the leader of the organization or nation in the news article. Deliver a 

speech to your membership or people in the next lesson based on the theme of the 

article. 

 

Task 7 

 

Rewrite the text using only half the words. Use your own language, provided there is 

a summary of the main article ideas. 

 

Task 8 

 

Make a list of the pros and cons of a theme taken from the news article. Pad out each 

item on the list into more and solid arguments. This could be used as the basis for 

debate. 

 

Task 9 

 

Write a list of famous people, countries, organizations, etc. Discuss what each of these 

should be doing right now to correct a situation or problem related to the article. What 

are the possibilities of each of these fulfilling their responsibilities? Why aren’t they 

fulfilling their responsibilities? What responsibilities do the students have regarding 

the situation? 

 

Task 10 

 

Write about the differences in culture between what is described in the article and your 

own culture. The cultural differences may be due to nationality, wealth, religion, class, 

education, etc. Add an observation on whether the differences are positive or negative. 

 

Task 11 

 

Write about how events, history, situations, etc. might be different if the particular item 

of news had not happened. Write down a number of scenarios and discuss them. 
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Task 12 

 

Describe the average person in your country who is similar to a character in the news 

article. Try to profile him/her in full. Describe his/her schedules. Compare the average 

person you profiled with other average people from different nationalities. What are 

the similarities and differences? 

 

Task 13 

Write down five reasons for being cheerful, based on how events in the news item will 

positively affect your lives. Change partners and share and compare your ideas.  

 

Task 14 

 

Write down five reasons why you would and would not like to be in the article. Change 

partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 15 

 

Write down three reasons for being pessimistic and optimistic about the news in the 

article. Change partners and share and compare your sentences. Discuss which ones 

might outweigh the others. 

 

Task 16 

 

For articles that are based on politics, elections, economic policies, etc., pretend to be 

opposition politicians who can do everything much better than the politicians in the 

article. Take part in a mock election. Create your manifestoes and say why you could 

do better. Change partners and give each other feedback on manifestoes. 

 

Task 17 

 

Talk about whether the news article is accurate, truthful, biased or being used for 

propaganda. Find two possible reasons for each of these.  

 

Task 18 

 

If the article is about a scandal of some sort, talk to each other and add to the scandal, 

speculating and embellishing on the “facts”. Change partners. Share and compare 
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gossip and add more to the scandal.   Then talk about the gossip you heard and discuss 

the likelihood of it. 

Task 19 

 

If the news story deals with new laws or their possible introduction, discuss the reasons 

you should or should not have to follow those laws. Try to convince your partner of 

the error of his / her thinking. 

 

Task 20 

 

If the news article deals with jobs and high profile celebrities, discuss how capable that 

celebrity is at doing the job in question. For example, the theme is “Career history”, 

and the issue to discuss is “What kind of experience is best to become a politician?” 

From the list below, decide which careers provide the best training to become a 

politician. Give a score from 1 to 10 for each job. In pairs or groups, compare scores 

and discuss which skills from each job would be useful for a politician. 

 

JOB SCORE USEFUL QUALITIES 

actor    

lawyer   

farmer   

police officer   

journalist   

engineer   

bank clerk   

soldier   

teacher   

company CEO   

 

Task 21 

 

 How will history judge the person from the article? Discuss this by assessing his/her 

contribution to the world. 
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Task 22 

 

If the story is about a famous person (or non-famous), play the role of that same person 

and get together for a chat. Choose the best pretended role and explain the criterion 

you used. 

 

Task 23 

 

Write down five things from each paragraph you consider to be missing information 

(something unsaid / unwritten / deleted).  Share and compare your answers and 

speculate on why the information was missing and what it might mean. 
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LAW AND CRIME 

Practical Tasks 

 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on 

 

Task 2 

 

Pretend you are a higher power and have full authority to punish or reward the 

characters in the article, or even change the events. What would you change? What 

would you do to the characters? 

 

Task 3 

 

Speculate on outcomes or consequences arising from the news in the article. Write 

down five to ten possibilities of what might happen. Follow up each outcome with a 

connected scenario and a series of related outcomes or knock-on effects. 

 

Task 4 

 

Paint a positive picture of the bad news described in the article. Identify every negative 

in the article and balance it with a positive. Share and compare your ideas with group 

mates. 
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Task 5 

 

Relate the issue from the article to your own daily lives. Write down the advantages 

and disadvantages of your situation compared with that described in the article. 

Examples might be:  

• How terror affects your live 

• The difference a new diet pill would make to your live 

• Research into the health benefits of chocolate 

• A doubling of fuel prices 

• Other. 

 

Task 6 

 

For news items that highlight the misfortune of others write down how lucky you are 

in your own lives. Make a note of ten things you should appreciate more, which perhaps 

you take for granted now. For each item you appreciate, write an explanation why that 

thing is important to you and what life would be like without it. 

 

Task 7 

 

Imagine you are reporters at the scene of the events taking place in the article. Talk to 

each other the conditions, what’s happened, who you’ve met, any dangers you’ve 

encountered, etc. 

 

Task 8 

 

For articles that are shocking or disturbing enough to lead you to think about life. Write 

about:  

 

• What you read that might make you change your ways in the future.  

• The aspects of your life that are affected by what is described in the article.  

• The reasons for the article scaring you or making you reflect.  

• The lessons to be learned from the article. 

 

Task 9 

 

Write down the skills required to survive or be of use in the situation described in the 

article. Talk about whether you have these skills and what kinds of experiences you 

have that could help you cope with the task. 
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Task 10 

 Make up stories similar to or based on the one from the news article. For example, the 

theme is “Mystery”.  In pairs or groups, create a mystery story about a famous person. 

Use the ideas in the left column to help you: 

 

Who is the famous person?   

What happened?  

How?  

What mysterious object(s) was / were  

left at the scene? 

 

What did the police say?  

What reasons might the person have for 

the actions described? 

 

What conspiracy theories are there?  

Other  

 

Task 11 

 

For news stories about addictions, you are to participate in a role play. Make a list of 

criteria for your partners to discuss. For example, the issue to discuss is “How would 

your life change if you had one of these addictions?” 

 

• Chocoholic  

• Workaholic  

• Alcoholic  

• Drug addict  

• TV addict  

• Gaming addict  

• Addicted to love 

• Addicted to ice cream 

• Addicted to studying English 

• Addicted to nicotine 

• Addicted to gambling 
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Make a list of criteria for your partners to discuss or you can use the following sample:  

 

Life   

Work  

Family  

Friends  

Health  

Body  

Wallet  

Feelings  

Other  

 

Task 12 

 

 If the news story is about urban decay, discuss the ways of beautifying the city.  In 

pairs or groups, think of the ways to end the problems listed in the left column forever. 

Propose the suitable punishments for offenders. 

 

URBAN DECAY HOW TO END THE 

PROBLEMS 

PUNISHMENTS 

Graffiti    

Litter   

Dog mess   

Used syringes    

Broken bottles   

Calling cards offering 

sexual services 

  

Human urine   
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Task 13 

 

If the news article is about security issues (financial, personal, computer, international, 

etc.), devise the ways of increasing security. In pairs or groups, discuss: 

 

 what problems would occur if thieves managed to steal or copy the personal 

items or information below 

 how well you protect these things now  

 what you should do in future to protect these things. 

 

PERSONAL 

ITEMS / INFO 

PROBLEMS IF 

STOLEN 

HOW I 

PROTECT 

THEM NOW 

BETTER 

PROTECTION 

IDEAS 

Credit card Other    

E-mail passwords    

Wallet / purse    

House / car key    

Personal stamp or 

seal 

   

 Jewellery     

Children    

Other    

 

 

Task 14 

 

 For news stories about hardship and suffering, talk to your partner(s) about your 

hardships and how and what things you take for granted. In pairs or groups, talk about 

what you think conditions are like for millions around the world who are homeless, 

without jobs and don’t have enough food and water. Talk about the things we take for 

granted in the table below. Do you count your blessings you have these things? Think 

of two hardships you would experience without these things. 
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THINGS WE TAKE FOR 

GRANTED 

HARDSHIPS WITHOUT THESE 

THINGS 

Electricity   1.  

2. 

Clean water 1.  

2. 

Three meals a day 1.  

2. 

Freedom 1.  

2. 

A home 1.  

2. 

Jobs  1.  

2. 

Honest political leaders 1.  

2. 

Peace 1.  

2. 

Other 1.  

2. 

 

Task 15 

 

 If the article is related to responsibility, fill in a questionnaire about what you are 

responsible for. Things to talk about might include responsibilities at home and work / 

school, responsibilities while single or married responsibilities as a teenager or 

pensioner, etc. Compare your levels of responsibility and how responsible you are to 

the people in the article. 
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Task 16 

 

 If the article is about someone doing something wrong, decide the range of 

punishments available. For example, the issue to discuss is Britain’s Prince Harry’s 

behaviour at a fancy dress party (he wore a swastika). Decide on a punishment for such 

incident: 

• His title of ‘prince’ be forever removed.  

• Visit Auschwitz and the Holocaust museum in Jerusalem.  

• 100 hours community service.  

• Attend a synagogue and publicly ask a rabbi for forgiveness.  

• Be permanently barred from any association with Britain’s armed forces.  

• Harry should never again receive public money from the British taxpayer.  

• Harry should make a large cash donation to a Holocaust fund. 

 

Task 17 

 

If the article is about human rights, animal rights, equal rights, etc., talk about the very 

minimum rights that must be in place. Talk about what life would be like for people or 

animals without these rights. Talk about why these people don’t have these rights and 

whether people have them in your country or the rest of the world. 

 

 

Task 18 

 

 Create a list of rules related to the theme of the article. Change partners and share and 

compare your rules and how they might be improved. With your new partners, choose 

the best rules. Return to your original partner and show each other your revised rules.  

 

Task 19 

If the article is related to the theme of “Public response” think what you would do in 

the given situations. Talk about the following with your partner(s): 

• You see a man wearing a thick jacket on a subway train. There are wires visible 

at the bottom of his jacket. It is summer.  

• You hear an explosion in a subway station. Seconds later you see a man running 

towards you being chased by police.  

• You overhear a conversation on a bus between two men who say there is a bomb 

under the seat that will detonate in one minute. You have a mobile phone.  



 3. PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS. LAW AND CRIME. Practical Tasks_________ 

136 

 

• You visit a friend’s house. You notice there is an open web page on his/her 

computer with instructions on how to make a bomb. While your friend is in the 

toilet, you look into his/her bedroom. You see lots of wires and chemicals. 

• There is a backpack on an empty seat opposite you. The owner of the backpack 

headed in the direction of the toilet seven minutes ago.  

• You are standing next to someone with a backpack on a rush-hour train. You can 

hear ticking inside the backpack.  

• A policeman is fighting on the floor of your train with a terrorist. The terrorist is 

winning. The policeman’s gun lands at your feet.  

• You see a group of four men in a subway station. They spend a long time 

checking their watches. They then all shake hands and head off in different 

directions. They all have backpacks. Change partners and share what you heard 

from your earlier partner(s). Who is the bravest? 

 

Task 20 

If the article is about how a person or group of people can affect others, write a list of 

things that could be part of those influences. For example, the issue to discuss is “Bad 

influence”. In pairs or groups, talk about whether the children in your country do any 

of the following, and if so, at what age do they start. Try to find reasons why they do 

these things: 

 Might bad parenting be to blame?   

 Smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol  

 Take drugs  

 Vandalism  

 Graffiti  

 Intimidating elderly people  

 Burglary and robbery  

 Physical assault or murder  

 Under-age sex  

 Gun crimes   

 Blackmail and extortion 
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HIGHER EDUCATION. TEACHING 

Practical Tasks 

 

Task 1 

 

In pairs / groups, dwell on the following items regarding the news article: 

 

• My level of interest in the article  

• Its relevance to my life  

• Degree of difficulty 

• Educational value 

• Difficulty 

• Vocabulary 

• Grammar  

• Reading / Listening 

• Speaking activities 

• Needed more / less time on   

 

Task 2 

 

Write a critical account regarding what you perceive as being wrong with policies 

outlined in the news items. This could also be part of a letter to the policy makers. 

Suggest remedial measures supported by your own reasons. 

 

Task 3 

 

 Plan a new academic syllabus based on the theme of the article (cloning, whaling, 

rodent studies, etc.).  Discuss the following in setting up the new subject:  

 

• Aims  

• Subjects  

• Project work  

• Assignments 

• Field trips  

• etc. 
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Task 4 

 

For articles in which there is a debate over some problem in the view of “who should 

be doing what”, prepare different alternatives to discuss. For example, the theme is 

“Sex education”, and the problem to discuss is “Who should be doing the sex 

education?” Possible items to consider: 

 

• Parent  

• Biology teacher 

• Religious leader  

• friends  

• Grandparent  

• Aunt or uncle  

• Police officer 

• Doctor or nurse 

• Television programs 

 

Task 5 

 

 For articles about parenting, create guidelines for parents. You have to establish a 

series of guidelines on good parenting that all parents must follow. In pairs or groups, 

discuss the recommendations you wish to make, possible parental objections and your 

answer to these objections. 

 

GUIDELINE  RECOMMENDATION PARENTAL 

OBJECTION 

ANSWER TO 

OBJECTIONS 

Smoking in front 

of children  

   

Drinking in front 

of children 

   

Hitting children 

to punish them  

   

Teaching 

children about 

God 
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Establishing a 

“no raised 

voices” home 

policy  

   

Children and 

television 

   

Children, diet 

and exercise 

   

 

Task 6 

Talk about whether the news article is accurate, truthful, biased or being used for 

propaganda. Find two possible reasons for each of these.  

 

Task 7 

 

Write five controversial opinions based on the article. Change partners and share and 

compare the controversial opinions. Discuss them. 

 

Task 8 

 

Write 5-10 questions based on the article. Exchange the questions with your partner(s). 

Then ask and answer all the mixed questions (yours and your partner(s)).  

 

Task 9 

 

Write down five reasons for being cheerful, based on how events in the news item will 

positively affect your lives. Change partners and share and compare your ideas.  

 

Task 10 

 

Underline all of the things you didn’t know before. Share these things with your 

partner(s) after reading. Talk over whether or not these new pieces of information are 

worth knowing. 
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Task 11 

 

Talk about the news in the article and what it means for today’s children and their 

future: 

 

• Will this news be continuing when today’s children grow up?  

• How will this news affect today’s children? 

• What legacies of this news will children have to deal with when they grow up?  

• Will today’s children harbor the same fears, insecurities and animosities that 

their parents and grandparents felt?  

• Will today’s children make a better world for the future?  

• What kind of world will today’s children inherit when they are adults?  

• Will today’s children forgive the present generation of adults?  

• Will today’s children be more sensible than the present generation of world 

leaders?  

 

Task 12 

 

Speculate on what people will be saying about the news item or how it will be viewed 

5, 10 or 20 years from now. Write down three things for each time period. Change 

partners and share and compare opinions. 

 

Task 13 

 

Talk about a set of opinions saying to your partner(s), ‘I’d agree with this statement 

if…”. Finish the statements for each opinion. 

 

Task 14 

 

In pairs / groups, talk about how much you think your family and friends know about 

the theme of the article and how interested they are (or otherwise). 

 

Options Level of interest Level of knowledge 

Partner   

Parents   

Siblings   
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Grandparents   

Best friend   

Workmate   

Other   

 

Task 15 

 

Write a mirror image of the article you studied from the perspective of a different 

country’s newspaper, political leader, participant in events, etc. Tell the story “from 

the other (or another) side”. 

 

Task 16 

 

Make a list of the pros and cons of a theme taken from the news article. Pad out each 

item on the list into more and solid arguments. This could be used as the basis for 

debate. 

 

Task 17 

 

 Create a questionnaire based on the issues in the article; use them in your future 

discussion. 

 

Task 18 

 

Write about the differences in culture between what is described in the article and your 

own culture. The cultural differences may be due to nationality, wealth, religion, class, 

education, etc. Add an observation on whether the differences are positive or negative. 

 

Task 19 

 

Write down five words or expressions you liked from the article and the reasons you 

liked them.  Do the same with five words you didn’t like (for example, they are too 

complicated for memorizing).  Explain your choice. 
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Task 20 

 

Write a “diary” entry analyzing your thoughts on studying the news article:  

 

• Was it interesting?  

• Did you learn anything? 

• Would you like to do another one next week?  

• How did it make you feel?  

• Are you glad you studied it?  

• Do you have any questions?  

• Other 

 

Task 21 

 

Describe the average person in your country who is similar to a character in the news 

article. Try to profile him/her in full. Describe his/her schedules. Compare the average 

person you profiled with other average people from different nationalities. What are 

the similarities and differences? 

 

Task 22 

 

 Whatever the article is about, find and adopt hobbies from it. Tell other students about 

these hobbies. Partners must ask questions. Partners could also give their ideas on how 

the hobby might branch out into different areas. 

 

Task 23 

 

Write down three reasons for being pessimistic and optimistic about the news in the 

article. Change partners and share and compare your sentences. Discuss which ones 

might outweigh the others. 

 

Task 24 

 

Use the following or other adjectives to express your feelings about the article’s 

content: 

 

• Surprised  

• Worried 

• Angry 
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• Excited 

• Hopeful  

• Exasperated 

• Despondent  

• Furious  

• Scared  

• Disappointed 

 

Task 25 

 

Discuss what kind of talents, skills and training are required for the particular jobs done 

by the characters in the article and whether you are capable of doing it. In pairs or 

groups, decide who is better suited to the job. 

 

Task 26 

For news items about busy people and hectic schedules, talk about how you can 

squeeze more time into your days.  Talk with your partner or group about your lifestyle 

and where you would like to squeeze more time into. Your partner(s) will give you 

advice on how to be more time efficient. Use this table to help you: 

 

 Breakfast  Morning Lunch Afternoon Dinner Night 

Monday        

Tuesday       

Wednesday       

Thursday        

Friday       

Saturday       

Sunday       

 

Task 27 

 

 If the news article is about stress relief imagine you are a psychologist and your job is 

to clear out the reasons for stressful things. Discuss how to help your partner(s) 

overcome his (their) stress. 
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OPTIONS STRESSFUL THINGS HOW TO DEAL WITH 

STRESS 

Studies   

Dogs   

Life in a big city   

Rumors    

Weather   

Other   

 

Task 28 

 

 If the article is related to responsibility, fill in a questionnaire about what you are 

responsible for. Things to talk about might include responsibilities at home and work / 

school, responsibilities while single or married responsibilities as a teenager or 

pensioner, etc. Compare your levels of responsibility and how responsible you are to 

the people in the article. 

 

Task 29 

 

Prepare a set of idioms based on the language or keyword from the article. Consider 

them with your partner. In pairs or groups, try to guess their meaning. Match the 

idioms/ similes with their meanings in the right column.  Use each idiom / simile to ask 

your own questions to your partner. For example, the issue to discuss is “New mammal 

species found”. Look at the following idioms and similes that refer to small furry 

animals.  

IDIOM / SIMILE MEANING 

1. I'm more scared than a porcupine 

in a balloon factory. 

2. She should try to squirrel away a 

few dollars each month. 

3. She is such an eager beaver. 

4. Like a rat deserting a sinking 

ship. 

a. Stop pretending something is a 

crisis when it’s just a small 

problem. 

b. I need someone to be a volunteer 

for my project / activity. 

c. Someone who quickly tries to 

abandon others when problems or 

signs of trouble occur. 
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5. Don’t make a mountain out of a 

mole hill. 

6. They are like rabbits caught in the 

headlights of a car. 

7. She was a quiet as a mouse. 

8. Who’s going to be my guinea 

pig? 

d. Suddenly unable to move or make 

decisions. 

e. Saving a little money for 

something in the future is a good 

idea. 

f. She made no sound at all. 

g. It is difficult to be more afraid 

than how I’m feeling at the 

moment. 

h. She puts maximum effort into 

everything she does. 

 

Task 30 

 

 Write a list of do’s and don’ts related to the theme of the article and talk about their 

importance.  Change partners and share and compare your answers. 

 

Task 31 

 

Take the main theme of the article and associate it with different things and discuss 

each of these. For example, the issue to discuss is “Alcohol”. Consider the following 

aspects: 

 

• Alcohol and children  

• Alcohol and driving 

• Alcohol and  law  

• Alcohol on airplanes 

• Alcohol and health  

• Alcohol and domestic violence  

• Alcohol and drugs 

• Alcohol and bad behavior 

• Other  

 

Task 32 

 

If the article is about a new idea or invention, discuss the negative and positive impact 

of it on your life and on the world. 
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Task 33 

 

If there is a problem associated with the article, devise a five-step plan to overcome 

that problem. Share and compare ideas and provide feedback. For example, the issue 

to discuss is “SHARK PHOBIA”. You are a phobia expert. It is your job to create a 

step-by-step programme to enable the victim of a shark attack to overcome his/her fear 

of sharks and of swimming in the sea.  

 

Step 1   

Step 2  

Step 3  

Step 4  

Step 5  

Step 6  

 

Task 34 

 

You are unhappy with news report. They write down five reasons for your unhappiness.  

Change partner and share and compare your ideas. Role play the conversation between 

the unhappy reader and the reporter (who must stick to his / her guns). 

 

Task 35 

 

 Write down a number of consequences of the news in the article. From those 

consequences, add another consequence, and another, and another, until a chain of 

sequences has been built up. Change partners and compare your consequence chains. 

 

Task 36 

 

Think of all the positive and negative sides of the situation in the news item. Use what 

you think of to make a speech. Share and compare the things you wrote down.  Start 

your speech by saying, “On the one hand… but on the other hand…” 
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Task 37 

 

Write down five things from each paragraph you consider to be missing information 

(something unsaid / unwritten / deleted).  Share and compare your answers and 

speculate on why the information was missing and what it might mean. 

 

Task 38 

 

Create “How to” guides based on the article: 

 

• How to survive in the jungle.  

• How to make the perfect proposal of marriage.  

• How to be the perfect parent / child.  

• How to become fluent in English in 14 days.  

Fill the guide with potential problems and ways of overcoming them. 

 

Task 39 

 

 List a specified number of pros and cons related to a theme in the article.  Put these 

pros and cons in order of most important and discuss to what degree you agree or 

disagree with them. Share and compare with other students to create the five top pros 

and the five top cons. 

 

Task 40 

 

If the article is about how a person or group of people can affect others, write a list of 

things that could be part of those influences. For example, the issue to discuss is “Bad 

influence”. In pairs or groups, talk about whether the children in your country do any 

of the following, and if so, at what age do they start. Try to find reasons why they do 

these things: 

 

 Might bad parenting be to blame?   

 Smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol  

 Take drugs  

 Vandalism  

 Graffiti  

 Intimidating elderly people  

 Burglary and robbery  
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 Physical assault or murder  

 Under-age sex  

 Gun crimes   

 Blackmail and extortion 

 

Task 41 

 

Based on the theme of the news item, write down five sentences starting with the phrase 

“One thing I really don’t understand is…” Change partners and share and compare 

your sentences. Try to enlighten each other regarding the things you don’t understand. 

 

Task 42 

 

Select phrases from the article that contain useful vocabulary, idioms or phrases that 

are key for global understanding. Cut the phrases into strips and give them to your 

partner(s). Comment on them and then make up your own sentences containing the 

selected material. 

 

Task 43 

 

Underline different things in the article you want to know more about. After reading, 

share and discuss these things with partner(s) to see if they can find out more 

information. 

 

Task 44 

 

Circle things in the article that are different in your own cultures. Talk them over with 

your partner(s).  

 

Task 45 

 

If the article is based on something useful, brainstorm as many uses for it as you can 

think of. In pairs or groups, decide which are the most useful uses. 

 

Task 46 

 

Speculate about the school or student life of the person from the article. Consider the 

following areas:  
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• Punctuality  

• Bullying  

• Homework  

• Popularity with other students 

• Attire  

• Attitude  

• Discipline record 

• Sports  

• Art  

• Other  
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TASKS FOR PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION 

 

Task 1 

 

Discuss the importance of news in your lives. Cover the following questions with your 

partner(s): 

 

• Why is the news important to you?  

• Do you need to know?  Why?  

• How do you feel if you miss the news?  

• Is the news more important than watching TV dramas or reading books?  

• How does the news change your feelings?  

• What kind of news is most important to you? 

• What region’s news is most important to you?  

• What region’s news is most interesting to you?  

• Do you feel different if you’re up-to-date with the news?  

• How often does the news make you angry? 

• How does the news change your perspective on life and the world? 

 

Task 2 

 

Describe to your partner(s) your newspaper reading habits. Consider the following 

questions: 

 

• How do you read a newspaper?  

• Which part of the newspaper do you start with?  

• How do you feel when you start? 

• Do you always read the paper from cover to cover? 

• Where do you usually sit?  

• Do you have a drink while you read?  

• Do you share the news with anyone?  

• Where do you finish?  

• Which sections do you skip? 

• Which parts do you really look forward to? 
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Task 3 

 

Talk about news of your favorite people or things. For example: 

 

• Sports player or team  

• Actor  

• Politician  

• Singer 

• Animal 

• Cartoon character 

• Country 

• Town  

• Environmental issue  

• Scandal 

 

Task 4 

 

 Ask each other about your involvement with the news.  Discuss the following 

questions with your partner(s). Start with “Have you ever…”: 

  

• worked on a school newsletter?  

• wanted to be a journalist? 

• been in the news? 

• worked as a newspaper delivery person?  

• written a letter to a newspaper? 

• got really angry with something you saw on the news?  

• seen a friend on national TV or a national newspaper?  

• seen a major news story being filmed by journalists and camera crews?  

• been angry with a newspaper or journalist? 

• cried at anything you saw on the news? 

 

Task 5 

 

 In pairs or groups talk about the recent news in your hometown. Use the following 

questions as a guide: 

 

• What kind of news is normal for your town? 

• What’s the biggest news ever to come from your town? 

• What are the local newspapers like?



SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION. Grammar –oriented Tasks____________________ 

• Does your hometown have its own TV news channel?  

• How often do you receive / look at news of your town? 

• Have you ever seen pictures of your area on national or international television?  

• What news stories have hit the headlines recently in your hometown? 

• Have you ever been in the local newspapers or on TV? 

• Is there any big news coming up in your hometown?  

• Who has made the biggest headlines in your hometown? 

 

 

GRAMMAR – ORIENTED TASKS 

Task 1 

 

Consider the following table. Choose from the article the key words, consult the 

dictionaries and find examples to fill in the information. 

 

 Other 

senses 

Homo 

nymns 

Homo 

phones 

I 

Idioms Phrasal 

verbs 

Parts 

of 

speech 

Phonemic Picture 

Word 

1 

        

Word 

2 

        

Word 

3 

        

Word 

4 

        

Word 

5 

        

 

 

Task 2 

 

In pairs or groups, make five predictions about the news item using the future perfect. 

Change partners and discuss the likelihood of the predictions coming true. 

 



SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION. Grammar – oriented Tasks__________________ 

236 

 

Task 3 

 

In pairs or groups, write down as many sentences as you can, based on the news item, 

using the present perfect for recent events. Change partners. With new partners, tell 

each other your present perfect sentences as though you are reporting real news.  

Continue your conversations as though you are reporting the news. 

 

Task 4 

 

 Talk about the best, worst, hottest, longest, most expensive of whatever the subject of 

the article is. Consider the adjectives that might be used as comparatives. For example, 

if the article is about bus rides, talk about superlative bus rides: 

 

• What is the longest bus journey you’ve taken? 

• What’s the most uncomfortable bus journey you’ve taken?  

• Most scenic 

• The noisiest  

• The one with the most objectionable person sitting beside you  

• The most expensive  

• The craziest  

• The most eventful  

• The happiest 

• The cheapest  

 

Task 5 

 

 If the article is about the best or worst of something,  try to persuade each other that 

you  are the superlative case in that situation. For example, the theme is “I’m the 

poorest”. Sample questions and tasks: 

 

 Have you ever been (Are you now) very poor?  

 What must it be like to be very poor?  

 

Talk with your partner(s) and try to convince them that you are the poorest person in 

the class. Be sure to exaggerate and tell the saddest, sorriest story you can. Talk about 

these things in your poor life:  

 

 



SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION. Grammar – oriented Tasks__________________ 

237 

 

 Food  

 Clothes and shoes  

 Newspapers 

 Family  

 Studying English  

 Transport  

 Entertainment  

 Other 

 

Task 6 

 

Write sentences using the phrase “up to now” with the present perfect. You can write 

your sentences about the text and about your  own lives. Then talk about your sentences 

in discussion form. Change partners and compare sentences. Continue discussions with 

new partners. 

 

Task 7 

 

 Write four sentences using the pattern “not as … as …” and four sentences using the 

pattern “nowhere near as… as…” Then talk about your sentences in discussion form. 

Change partners and compare sentences. Continue discussions with new partners. 

 

Task 8 

 

 In pairs or groups, write four “used to” and four “didn’t use to” sentences about the 

article.  Then talk about your sentences with your partner(s). Change partners and 

compare sentences. Continue your discussions with new partners. 

 

Task 9 

 

 Choose words from the article and find synonyms in a thesaurus. Explain the words 

you like and why you like them. 

 

Task 10 

 

Prepare a set of idioms based on the language or keyword from the article. Consider 

them with your partner. In pairs or groups, try to guess their meaning. Match the 

idioms/ similes with their meanings in the right column.  Use each idiom / simile to ask 
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your own questions to your partner. For example, the issue to discuss is “New mammal 

species found”. Look at the following idioms and similes that refer to small furry 

animals.  

 

IDIOM / SIMILE MEANING 

1. I'm more scared than a porcupine in 

a balloon factory. 

2. She should try to squirrel away a 

few dollars each month. 

3. She is such an eager beaver. 

4. Like a rat deserting a sinking ship. 

5. Don’t make a mountain out of a 

mole hill. 

6. They are like rabbits caught in the 

headlights of a car. 

7. She was a quiet as a mouse. 

8. Who’s going to be my guinea pig? 

a. Stop pretending something is a crisis 

when it’s just a small problem. 

b. I need someone to be a volunteer for 

my project / activity. 

c. Someone who quickly tries to 

abandon others when problems or 

signs of trouble occur. 

d. Suddenly unable to move or make 

decisions. 

e. Saving a little money for something 

in the future is a good idea. 

f. She made no sound at all. 

g. It is difficult to be more afraid than 

how I’m feeling at the moment. 

h. She puts maximum effort into 

everything she does. 

 

Task 11 

 

Use each of the following modal verbs in a sentence about the article: 

 

• Should  

• Shouldn’t 

• Have to  

• Don’t have to  

• Could  

• Couldn’t  

• Must  

• Mustn’t  

• Negatives  
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Task 12 

 

Think of three “What would you do if…” situations. Pool all of your ideas and put 

them on the board or on paper.   Propose your partner(s) to comment on some of the 

situations. Change partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 13 

 

Think of three “I should never have thought that…” situations. Pool all of your ideas 

and put them on the board or on paper.   Propose your partner(s) to comment on some 

of the situations. Change partners and share and compare your ideas. 

 

Task 14 

 

Based on the theme of the news item, write down five sentences starting with the phrase 

“I’m looking forward to the day…”  Change partners and share and compare your 

sentences. Discuss the possibility of these things happening and why you are looking 

forward to the day. 

 

Task 15 

 

Write five sentences about the article starting with the phrase, “I’m curious to know 

what would happen if…” . Change partners and share and compare your sentences. 

Discuss the possible answers. 

 

Task 16 

 

Talk about a set of opinions saying to your partner(s), ‘I’d agree with this statement 

if…”. Finish the statements for each opinion. 

 

Task 17 

 

Interview one of the characters from the article.  Use “the best ever” in all questions. 

This could also be used for other structures, such as “When was the first / last time”, 

“Would you ever…?”. “What do you remember about…?” 
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Task 18 

 

Read the article and underline three interesting (happy, sad, worrying, etc. )things.  

Report these things to your partner(s). Partner(s) must respond with (e.g.) the 

following:  

 

 Yes, that’s interesting, but not as interesting as … 

 Yes, I also thought that was interesting, but I didn’t underline it.  

 Why did you think that was interesting? 

 Was that the most interesting of the things you underlined? 

 I didn’t think that was as interesting as … 

 

Task 19 

 

Change the part of speech for five words in each paragraph of the article. Your partner 

is to identify and correct the parts of speech. 

 

Task 20 

 

Blank out some of the words in the article. Your partner is to decide on his own words 

to fill the blanks. 

 

Task 21 

 

Circle words that you do not know the meaning of.  Find out more about the words 

after the exercise by showing the words to your partner(s) and trying to guess the 

meanings in context or by breaking the word down into prefixes, suffixes and roots. 

 

Task 22 

 

In pairs or groups, make four or five sentences related to the article using the third 

conditional.  Talk about your sentences in discussion form. Change partners and 

compare your sentences. Continue your discussions with new partners. 

 

Task 23 

 

Choose a keyword from the article and create a list of collocates. Share your list with 

a partner. For example, the key word is “hope”. Consider the following collocations 

and make up your own sentences using them: 
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 Beyond hope 

 A symbol of hope 

 Your hopes and dreams 

 To cherish hopes 
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